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ANIMALS ABOUT!  
BE AWARE ON THE ROAD DURING THE DROUGHT 

 
Motorists are being warned they face a greater risk of animal strikes after reports of 
increased numbers of wildlife and livestock taking to the roads in search of food and 
water. 
 
Member for Murray Austin Evans said wildlife, particularly kangaroos and wallabies, are 
being drawn to the roadside as they are attracted to the roadside vegetation.    
 
“Another hazard on the road at present is the amount of stock travelling on the 
roadsides as farmers are making the most of some of the last remaining available feed,” 
Mr Evans said.  
 
“With a large area of South West NSW dedicated to livestock production, and a rise in 
the use of Travelling Stock Routes due to the dry conditions, road users in this area are 
warned to stay vigilant at all times.” 
 
Roads and Maritime Services, in conjunction with the NSW Farmers Association, is 
urging motorists to slow down and give way to stock crossing the road.    
 
“Roads and Maritime Services is aware of rising numbers of escaped stock in search of 
feed. Unaccompanied sheep and cattle tend to be more unpredictable and present a 
serious road safety risk.” 
 
President of NSW Farmers James Jackson said the association has been working with 
Roads and Maritime Services to ensure there are warning signs in areas of high stock 
and agricultural vehicle movements.  
 
“Warning signs raise awareness for all drivers that there are increased numbers of 
stock and wildlife on the roads due to the current drought conditions,” Mr Jackson said.  
 
“The safety of farmers and livestock on roadsides is a priority and we will continue to 
work with Roads and Maritime Services to increase awareness and safety for farmers, 
road users and animals”, he said. 
 
Motorists in the south west of the state are asked to be especially attentive around 
native animal “hotspots” such as the Sturt Highway near Narrandera, Cobb Highway 
around Deniliquin, Mid Western Highway west of West Wyalong and the length of the 
Snowy Mountains Highway. 
 
Some important safety tips to follow when traveling on country roads:  
 



 

 

 Be aware – animals are more active near waterholes and creeks, and harder to 
see at sunrise and sunset 

 Reduce your speed – slow down when you see animal warning signs 

 Stay alert – animals are unpredictable, so expect the unexpected 

 Brake safely – only brake when it is safe to do so if you see an animal on the 
road 

 Never swerve – it is safer to hit an animal than swerve and lose control of your 
vehicle. 
 

For injured wildlife, motorists are encouraged to call WIRES on 1300 094 737 and to 
report unaccompanied livestock call NSW Police on 000.   
 
For more road safety advice visit Transport for NSW Centre for Road Safety at 
http://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/ 
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