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Introduction 

Delta Pistachios is seeking development approval to 

install an additional pump and associated infrastructure at 

its landholding at Kyalite.  

 

Delta Pistachios has an extensive horticultural enterprise 

in the Kyalite area. Recently it has expanded an existing 

orchard and to ensure the viability of the new plantings 

additional irrigation water will have to be supplied. The 

existing irrigation pumping infrastructure is currently 

operating at full capacity. This has led to the requirement 

for additional irrigation capacity at the site. 

 

The proposed site is located on the eastern bank of the 

Wakool River approximately 2 kilometres downstream of 

the Kyalite Bridge and approximately 35 kilometres south 

of Balranald township. The site is an existing pump site 

consisting of a single pump and associated infrastructure. 

This pump supplies irrigation water for the older 

established orchard and, currently, for the recently planted 

trees in the newly developed part of the orchard. The 

pump station is now operating at full capacity and as the 

trees begin to grow the single pump will not be able to 

supply sufficient water for optimal growth and production. 

 

Following consideration of the Balranald LEP, Murray REP 

No. 2, relevant SEPPs, integrated approval requirements 

and other documents, the proposal to install the new pump 

and associated works is worthy of support and will not 

have any significant impacts upon the environment. The 

proposal is consistent with the Balranald LEP and should 

be supported through the issue of development approval. 

 

 
Figure 1 Location of the proposed pump station 
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Proposal 

The installation of the additional pump at the existing 

pump station is integral to Delta Pistachios’ operation and 

management of its enterprise at Kyalite. 

 

The design of the proposed new pump will differ to the 

existing pump set at the site. DP proposes to install the 

pump and suction on a pontoon to be permanently moored 

approximately 10 metres downstream of the existing 

pump set. 

 

The proposed design consists of a number of discrete 

modular elements. This means that the majority of the 

construction work will be prefabricated offsite, leading to 

minimal impact at the site.  

 

Construction plan 

The construction plan consists of: 

 All structural elements that can be will be fabricated 

offsite. Other modular elements will be purchased and 

fitted out as required (such as the pontoon) 

 The pump headworks will be installed. A pylon will be 

driven into the river bank approximately 15 metres 

from the water. This pylon will provide the required 

support for one end of the gantry. 

 Mooring points will be installed in the river bank.  

 All of the prefabricated elements will be transported to 

the site and unloaded at the existing works area at the 

top of the bank.  

 The pontoon will be lifted into the river and secured to 

the mooring points.  

 The gantry will be lifted into place and secured to the 

pontoon and to the headworks pylon. 

 The pump and suction will be fixed to the pontoon.  

 The delivery main will be installed. 

 A trench leading from the headworks pylon to 

connect into the existing irrigation system will be 

constructed.  

 The delivery main will be installed and connected. 

 The system will be energised and commissioned. 

 

The site is an existing pump site. It is accessed via well 

made private farm tracks. There is large parking area at 

the site. This area will used for construction activities 

including a materials laydown area. 

 

The modular nature of the proposed design means that 

environmental disturbance is minimal. There will be no 

requirement to remove any vegetation. There will no 

impacts to the river bed and only minimal impact to the 

river bank. 

 

No additional access tracks will be required or created. 

 

 
Figure 2 Profile elevation of the proposed works 

 

 
Figure 3 The site of the proposed pump  
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Planning controls 

Definition 
The works are defined as a Water Supply System for 

which the LEP provides the definition as: 

 

any of the following: 

(a)  a water reticulation system, 

(b)  a water storage facility, 

(c)  a water treatment facility, 

(d)  a building or place that is a combination of any of the 

things referred to in paragraphs (a)–(c). 

 

Zoning 
In accordance with the Balranald LEP zoning maps the 

land is contained within zone W1 Zone – Waterways.   

 

The objectives of zone W1 is: 

 

 To protect the ecological and scenic values of natural 

waterways. 

 To prevent development that would have an adverse 

effect on the natural values of waterways in this zone. 

 To provide for sustainable fishing industries and 

recreational fishing. 

 

Development consent is required under zone W1 for the 

Water Supply System. 

 

Other relevant clauses from the LEP are as follows: 

 6.1 Biodiversity 

 6.2 Riparian land, waterways and groundwater 

vulnerability 

 6.4 Flood planning 

 6.5 Development on riverfront areas 

 6.6 Development on riverbeds and banks 

 6.7 Earthworks 

 

An assessment of the relevant clauses is outlined below. 

 

 
Figure 4 Zone map.  

 

Planning Controls 
The land is affected by the following mapping in addition 

to the zoning of the land: 

 Riparian lands and watercourse  

 Terrestrial biodiversity  

 Wetlands 
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Murray Regional Environmental Plan No.2 – 

Riverine land 
This plan applies to the area covered by the Balranald 

Shire Council and is applicable in the assessment of this 

proposal.   The objectives of this plan are:  

(a) to ensure that appropriate consideration is given to 

development with the potential to adversely affect the 

riverine environment of the River Murray, and 

(b) to establish a consistent and co-ordinated approach 

to environmental planning and assessment along the 

River Murray, and 

(c) to conserve and promote the better management of 

the natural and cultural heritage values of the riverine 

environment of the River Murray. 

 

The plan outlines specific principles and planning controls 

that apply to this proposal and consultation which is 

required under the plan.  Clause 12 does not specifically 

identify consultation for a water supply system.  Clause 14 

provides direction for the setback of development. 

 

Aboriginal cultural heritage 
All Aboriginal cultural heritage is protected by the NSW 

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. Responsibility rests 

with the proponent of a development to demonstrate that 

due care and diligence have been taken to identify and 

avoid impacts on archaeological sites through 

construction works. 

 

The proposed works site has been subject to a due 

diligence. 

 

Water Management Act 
A controlled activity approval authorises its holder to carry 

out a specified controlled activity at a specified location in, 

on or under waterfront land.  Under the Water 

Management Act 2000 (WM Act), a controlled activity 

means: 

 the erection of a building or the carrying out of a work 

(within the meaning of the Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act 1979), or 

 the removal of material (whether or not extractive 

material) or vegetation from land, whether by way of 

excavation or otherwise, or 

 the deposition of material (whether or not extractive 

material) on land, whether by way of landfill 

operations or otherwise, or 

 the carrying out of any other activity that affects the 

quantity or flow of water in a water source. 
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Site and surrounding area 

Subject site 
The site of the proposed pump station is located on the 

eastern side of the Wakool River and to the west of Yanga 

Way.  The pump by its nature is located on the banks of 

the river.  The works have a small footprint area on the 

river bank as it slopes into the river.  

 

The site is located adjoining an existing pump station 

which is immediately upstream of the proposed site.  

 

The site abuts land which is already planted to permanent 

plantings to the east of the proposed pump site.   

 

 
Figure 5 Aerial image of the site and location of the pump 

 

 
Figure 6 Aerial image with pipeline alignment 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 7 Top of the bank where the pump will be sited 

 

 
Figure 8 Existing pump station and power connection 
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Locality 
The immediate locality to the east of the pump site is 

intensively utilised for various agricultural enterprises and 

unirrigated grazing. There is no public access to the river 

as all land is privately leased or freehold.  

 

Land to the west of the Wakool River is heavily vegetated 

and used for low density grazing.  The Wakool River is 

available and used by the public for various recreational 

activities. 

 

 

Figure 9 Aerial image of the locality 

 

 
Figure 10 Aerial image of the site, existing pump, pipeline 

and plantings 
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Planning assessment 

Policy context 
The works subject to approval in this application constitute 

the smaller portion of a much larger overall project. The 

greater part of the works associated with this project are 

located on the land proper in terms of where the plantings 

are located to be irrigated. 

 

Delta Pistachios have commissioned a number of 

assessments and studies to provide the information 

required to support the application for consent process 

relating to irrigation of the land. These include detailed 

assessments of the soil to ensure its ability to sustain the 

permanent plantings. 

 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
A due diligence investigation has been undertaken in 

order to consider any possible Aboriginal cultural heritage 

which might need to be addressed prior to construction 

commencing or through construction being undertaken.  

The AHIMS search concluded that no aboriginal cultural 

heritage sites have been recorded in the location of the 

works proposed through this application and there is 

negligible potential for Aboriginal cultural heritage to occur 

in the area of the proposed works.   

 

 
Figure 11 AHIMS search for the land 

 

In addition to this, no cultural heritage items were 

identified through the original establishment of the existing 

pipeline at the site.  There is no evidence of cultural 

heritage items in the immediate area including that of shell 

middens.  

 

Fauna 
The site of the pump and pipeline will not require removal 

of vegetation. The design and siting of the structure is 

such that the impacts to the ground will be limited to 6 piles 

each having a diameter of 600mm.  The remaining 

elements of the structure are elevated with the exception 

of the ponton located on the water.  Therefore, the design 

of the facility has limited impacts and resulted in 

vegetation not requiring removal. 

 

 
Figure 12 Location of 6 piles 

 

Murray REP No. 2 
The Murray REP No2 sets out specific principles that need 

to be considered when undertaking any development on 

land that the plan applies to.  A response to the principles 

is offered below. 

 

Access 

 The proposed works will not adversely impact the 

public’s ability to access the river or foreshore areas. 

Access will remain as it was prior to the activities 

subject to this application. 

 The suction pipe and pontoon will extend into the 

River however will not hinder river navigation.  
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Markers will be installed on the structure as required 

by RMS. 

 

Bank disturbance 

 The works proposed will have some minor 

disturbance to the high bank of the river. However, 

given the nature of the installation including piles 

being driven into the ground there will be no material 

change or disturbance to the shape or profile of the 

river bank. 

 There will be some limited impact to the site’s extant 

of exotic vegetation. This will be limited to the 

construction phase. Post-construction the understory 

species will naturally regenerate and provide stability 

to the immediate area of the structure. 

 

Flooding 

 The site is subject to inundation by floodwater in the 1 

in 100 flood event but the works will not be adversely 

impacted by floods of any magnitude. The main 

structure where the pump attaches to the ground and 

its elements have been designed to be above the 

flood level. 

 The proposed development of the site will not deprive 

the surrounding ecosystems of the benefits of periodic 

flooding. 

 There will no increased hazards or risks from flooding 

as a result of this proposed development. The 

proposed development will not have any material 

impact on risk from flooding 

 There will be no redistributive effect on flooding as a 

result of the proposed works. The actual impact of this 

development on the flow of floodwaters will be minor 

and not measurable. 

 The proposed works will not impact any other land in 

the vicinity. All adjoining land consists of the river bank 

and by definition is subject to inundation. 

 There will no impact on the ability of emergency 

services to have flood free access 

 There will be no increased risk of pollution during 

flooding as a result of this proposal. 

 There will be no measurable impact of this 

development on floodwater. 

 The design of this infrastructure ensures that it will not 

be at risk even in a 1:100-year flood event. 

 

Land degradation 

 The land subject to the proposed development 

consists entirely of the river bank from the waterline to 

the high point at the top of the bank. The development 

will have limited impact on the river bank apart from 

the points where the 6 pylons will be installed. Areas 

of exotic grasses will be encouraged to regrow and 

this will ensure that the river bank remains stable and 

resistant to erosion. 

 There will be no large-scale excavation at the site as 

part of the proposed works. This will minimise the 

likelihood of impact with groundwater and soil acidity. 

 

Landscape 

 There is limited vegetation at the site. The 

construction phase of the works may impact on these 

species depending on their location in relation to the 

pylons. After the construction phase these species will 

remain undisturbed and be allowed to regrow under 

and around the pylons. 

 

River related uses 

 The development has an essential relationship with 

the Wakool River and must be located at the proposed 

site. The river is the only source of irrigation water in 

the region and the development cannot occur 

elsewhere or be set back from the river.   

 

Settlement 

 The proposal is new development, but by its very 

nature must be located on the river bank. It cannot be 

located on flood free land. The site is located among 

other similar irrigation facilities and this proposal will 

not have any impact on the availability of cropping, 

pastoral or food and fibre producing land. 

 

Water quality 

 There will be no effect on water quality as a result of 

the proposed works.  There is the potential for minor 

impacts on water quality through the construction 

phase. However, this will be limited due to the 

construction techniques that will be employed (such 
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as pile driving) and the structure being built off site and 

merely assembled at the farm. 

 

Wetlands 

 The works are not located on wetlands and will not 

impact upon any wetlands 

 

Balranald LEP 
The site is located in Zone W1 Natural Waterways. The 

proposed works are consistent with the relevant 

objectives of this zone, including: 

 

 To protect the ecological and scenic values of natural 

waterways  

The site is located close to the existing pumping station 

upstream of the proposed location. The proposed 

development will have minimal additional impact on the 

ecological values of the location. The works will be located 

on a small area that has no significant ecological value as 

habitat. The aquatic habitat will be preserved by avoiding 

any snags present within the activity area and the nature 

of the pumping system making use of the pontoon system 

floating on the water. 

 

 To prevent development that would have an adverse 

effect on the natural values of waterways in this zone  

As stated earlier the proposed development will form part 

of cluster of similar irrigation facilities close by. There will 

be minimal additional impacts resulting from this proposal. 

 

 To provide for sustainable fishing industries and 

recreational fishing  

There will no adverse impacts on the fishing as a result of 

this proposal at this location. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, it is considered for the reasons outlined 

above the development responds well to the opportunities 

and constraints of the site and is considered to be 

consistent with the relevant provisions.   

 

The proposal is considered appropriate for the site for the 

following reasons: 

 The proposal is consistent with Balranald LEP. 

 The proposal is consistent with the Murray Regional 

Environmental Plan No 2 – Riverine land. 

 The proposal supports the expansion of primary 

production industry in the region with the attendant 

benefits this brings to the wider region. 

 There will be no permanent loss of vegetation or other 

substantial impact on ecological or biodiversity values 

of the locality. 

 The proposal responds well to the site’s 

characteristics and opportunities and has considered 

the potential impacts upon the locality and that 

particularly of the Wakool River. 
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AHIMS Web Services (AWS)
Search Result Purchase Order/Reference : Delta Pistachios

Client Service ID : 371732

Date: 19 September 2018Andrew Bowring

Rivernook  

Kyalite    2715

Dear Sir or Madam:

AHIMS Web Service search for the following area at Lot : 3971, DP:DP766444 with a Buffer of 50 meters, 

conducted by Andrew Bowring on 19 September 2018.

Email: andrew@kyalite.com.au

Attention: Andrew  Bowring

The context area of your search is shown in the map below. Please note that the map does not accurately 

display the exact boundaries of the search as defined in the paragraph above. The map is to be used for 

general reference purposes only.

A search of the Office of the Environment and Heritage AHIMS Web Services (Aboriginal Heritage Information 

Management System) has shown that:

 0

 0

Aboriginal sites are recorded in or near the above location.

Aboriginal places have been declared in or near the above location. *



If your search shows Aboriginal sites or places what should you do?

Important information about your AHIMS search

You can get further information about Aboriginal places by looking at the gazettal notice that declared it. 

Aboriginal places gazetted after 2001 are available on the NSW Government Gazette 

(http://www.nsw.gov.au/gazette) website. Gazettal notices published prior to 2001 can be obtained from 

Office of Environment and Heritage's Aboriginal Heritage Information Unit upon request

Aboriginal objects are protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 even if they are not recorded 

as a site on AHIMS.

You must do an extensive search if AHIMS has shown that there are Aboriginal sites or places recorded in the 

search area.

If you are checking AHIMS as a part of your due diligence, refer to the next steps of the Due Diligence Code of 

practice.

AHIMS records information about Aboriginal sites that have been provided to Office of Environment and 

Heritage and Aboriginal places that have been declared by the Minister;

Information recorded on AHIMS may vary in its accuracy and may not be up to date .Location details are 

recorded as grid references and it is important to note that there may be errors or omissions in these 

recordings,

Some parts of New South Wales have not been investigated in detail and there may be fewer records of 

Aboriginal sites in those areas.  These areas may contain Aboriginal sites which are not recorded on AHIMS.

This search can form part of your due diligence and remains valid for 12 months.

The information derived from the AHIMS search is only to be used for the purpose for which it was requested. 

It is not be made available to the public.

3 Marist Place, Parramatta NSW 2150

Locked Bag 5020 Parramatta NSW 2220

Tel: (02) 9585 6380 Fax: (02) 9873 8599

ABN 30 841 387 271

Email: ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au

Web: www.environment.nsw.gov.au



 

18 October 2018 
 
 
Mr Andrew Bowring 
Kyalite Pistachios Pty Ltd 
“Rivernook” 
KYALITE NSW 2715 
Emailed to: andrew@kyalite.com.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Bowring, 
  
Subject: Proposed Pump Station – Lot 3971 DP 766444, Kyalite NSW 2715  
 
In response to your correspondence received of 2 October 2018, I can advise you that 
the NSW Maritime Division of Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) has no objection to 
your proposal for the purpose of obtaining land owners consent conditional on the 
development being subject to an approved Development Application (DA) and any 
associated conditions.  
 
Following referral from the relevant consent authority RMS will consider the development 
and provide navigation safety advice to the consent authority within 21 days of receipt.  
 
Please note this response does not constitute navigation safety advice or consent 
for the development, and that this advice expires 12 months from the date of 
issuing.  
 
Please send any future correspondence for the purpose of navigation advice to: 
NavigationAdviceSouth@rms.nsw.gov.au 
 
Thank you for consulting with the NSW Maritime Division of Roads and Maritime Services 
on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Deon Voyer 
Manager Operations South 
Maritime Operations and Compliance Branch 

  

Roads and Maritime Services 
2/91 Foreshore Road Port Kembla NSW 2505                                                                                              www.rms.nsw.gov.au  |  131 236 

 

mailto:NavigationAdviceSouth@rms.nsw.gov.au



