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INTRODUCTION 

All Councils in NSW are required to prepare a Community Strategic Plan (CSP) to define the 

local community’s vision and aspirations for the future. This paper aims to scope the issues 

and new directions which should be included into the new Balranald Shire 2032.  

 

We need to think carefully about how we want Balranald Shire to evolve in the future. The 

paper outlines some high level and important issues for our area. It aims to put forward: 

• Strengths, weakness, threats and opportunities for our area 

• Issues that have emerged from recent Council and community projects and 

engagement 

• Issues of most relevance and importance  

• A framework that will inform more detailed action plans and future initiatives 

• All aspects of community life, not just those within Council’s control 

• Some discussion questions regarding community priorities and preferences 

 

We are committed to gaining feedback on our new strategic directions. At the end of the 

paper is an invitation to comment, and we outline a number of ways you can get involved:   

 

1. Make a written submission and addressing the questions posed within this paper 

2. Taking a survey to express your priorities for the future of Balranald Shire, or 

3. Attend an event to discuss these issues.  
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REVISITING OUR VISION 

Our Community Vision Statement is what our community aspires to become, and expresses 

what we value most about our area.  

 

The statement below is the intended outcome for our Balranald Shire and its communities 

through the implementation of our Balranald Shire 2027: 

 

“To create a better, more vibrant, more resilient and more engaged community, by 

capitalising upon its human, cultural, environmental and business assets and encouraging a 

strong sense of civic participation and pride” 

 

 Does this statement still reflect the Balranald Shire you would like to see in the future?   

 

All Councils in NSW are required to report regularly to the community on all levels of their 

integrated plans. These reports include: 

• Progress reports at least every 6 months on the principal activities in the Delivery Program 

• An annual report which includes the achievement of Council in implementing the Delivery 

Program 

• An end-of-term report detailing Council’s progress in implementing the Community 

Strategic Plan during the 4-year term 

 

Balranald Shire Council’s reporting on the progress of Balranald Shire 2032 will be based on 

a set of indicators which will provide regular evidence of changes in priority areas within the 

plan.  

 

How will we measure success towards achieving the Balranald Shire you would like to see  

in the future? What do you think would indicate that we are heading in the right  

direction?  
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OUR LIFESTYLE 

Current Issues 

The table below outlines some of the lifestyle issues raised in recent times and through 

community and staff consultation: 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

• Neat and attractive village 

• Upgraded town centre 

• Scenic river front  

• On the highway, generates passing traffic 

• Rich history – indigenous and European 

• Great social life  

• Public art 

 

• Very hot in summer and cold in winter 

• Covid rules have been difficult and confusing, 

especially cross border issues 

• Land constraints to growth – flood prone or 

agricultural land  

• Isolation 

• Lack of variety of things to do for young people 

• Hard to maintain sufficient professional services 

 

Threats Opportunities 

• We don’t have enough good quality housing 

• We need more competition in the local building 

industry 

• Subdivide the large blocks, incentivise infill 

development 

• Look at opportunities for transportable and 

affordable housing 

• Employ more professionals in the town 
• Maximise our links with Victorian communities 

 

 

Do you agree with these strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities for Balranald  

Shire? What else would you like to add or change?  

Future Directions 

Objectives Strategies 

Maintaining and beautifying the town centres • Developing the river front 

• Maintaining public amenity and cleanliness of 

local streets 

Improving access to a diverse range of housing 

opportunities 

• Develop a housing strategy 

• Host a housing summit to generate 

innovative ideas 

• Review the Local Environmental Plan 

Promoting community safety  • Work in partnership with the NSW Police to 

monitor and respond to incident occurrences 

and trends 

 

How can our community be innovative in addressing the housing issue? What might  

public-private partnerships look like?  
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OUR COMMUNITY 

Current Issues 

The table below outlines some of the community issues raised in recent times and through 

community and staff consultation: 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

• Deep and strong networks and family 

relationships 

• We care for our own 

• Strong and resilient community 

• Passionate people likely to stay 

• Thriving football and netball clubs 

• Five Rivers Festival 

• Service NSW office attracts visitors who are 

driving through and stop to do their chores 

• Art gallery 

• Aged care hostel 

 

• Childcare services are overwhelmed 

• Rental markets are limited and competitive  

• Education levels are lower than the state 

average 

• Volunteers are running out of steam 

• Some instances of domestic violence  

Threats Opportunities 

• Poor opportunities for post-secondary 

education, too many teens drop out of high 

school then become under-employed 
 

• Celebrating diversity and respecting difference 

• Community involvement in events  

• Innovate and improve the library services – 

access to further education opportunities 

• Focus on children and young people – kids need 

more things to do after school 

• Stand against community violence and racism 

• Embrace new people into the town so that they 

feel welcomed 

• Inclusive, safe and respectful public spaces 

 

 

Do you agree with these strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities for Balranald  

Shire? What else would you like to add or change?  
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Future Directions 

Objectives Strategies 

Focus on community inclusion and wellbeing • Work in partnership to deliver health, 

wellbeing and inclusion services and 

programs 

• Identify and close any access gaps to 

community services 

• Implement the Disability Inclusion Action Plan 

• Work in partnership with the Balranald Local 

Aboriginal Land Council 

Innovate and improve community services, 

activities and events 

• Facilitate and foster collaboration in 

delivering a program of community events 

• Prepare a rolling service review program to 

refresh Council community services 

• Council operates a dynamic library service 

Provide opportunities for sport and recreation 

across the shire 

• Maintain and upgrade parks and sporting 

facilities 

 

How can we improve usage of community services?   

What should be the level of community subsidy?   
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OUR ECONOMY 

Current Issues 

The table below outlines some of the economic issues raised in recent times and through 

community and staff consultation: 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

• Diversity of industry types eg carrots, 

pistachios, grapes, wheat and sheep 

• Solar and wind farms 

• Growth of the almond industry 

• Mineral sands industry 

• Community support for new businesses, to 

make things easier 

• Visitors Centre and Library 

 

• Covid and drought have been hard on local 

businesses 

• Some pockets of underemployment in the 

community 

• It’s hard to recruit staff, or sometimes its hard 

to hold on to them  

• We don’t have enough builders and 

tradespeople 

Threats Opportunities 

• Executive housing is a problem for recruiting 

professional staff 

• Mungo has 60,000 visitors per year but only a 

sixth come through Balranald 

• Fluid influx of workers as industries rise and fall 

eg mining 

• The solar and nut farms offered high wages that 

drew people out of town 

• Train up the underemployed, provide some 

basic licenses 

• Signs, trees and car parking will increase the 

tourism potential  

• Youth and traineeships will expand their 

thinking and offer opportunities 

• Take advantage of our water, sunshine and land 

to find new crops 

• Indigenous tourism in Mungo has a lot of 

potential 

• Set up an innovation hub in the theatre, 

supported by Council and a committee 

• We have proposals for new solar farms, we 

need to tap into the electricity they will 

generate 

• Destination Riverina-Murray 

 

 

Do you agree with these strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities for Balranald  

Shire? What else would you like to add or change?  
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Future Directions 

Objectives Strategies 

Support the expansion of our local industries • Enlist research partners to identify new crops 

suitable for the area 

• Explore opportunities for vocational training 

and traineeships 

Nurture local businesses • Monitor and communicate government 

funding opportunities for covid recovery 

• Develop an innovation hub to encourage new 

and expanding businesses 

• Host regular business networking events 

• Explore the introduction of a business rate to 

promote the area 

Increase tourism and visitation to the area • Prepare and implement a local marketing 

strategy in partnership with Destination 

Riverina-Murray 

• Work with NPWS and the Aboriginal 

community to maximise tourism to Mungo 

National Park 

 

Are local businesses willing to fund some improvement and marketing activity?    
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OUR INFRASTRUCTURE 

Current Issues 

The table below outlines some of the infrastructure issues raised in recent times and 

through community and staff consultation: 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

• Walking trails and Ben Scott bridge 

• Local hospital and schools 

• Skate park and bike track for kids 

 

• Ageing water and sewer assets 

• Enormous road network that is underfunded 

• All standalone assets – VIC, library, council 

offices, theatre 

• We have money for capital investment but not 

enough for improvement and maintenance 

• Asset plans keep getting done and re-done 

 

Threats Opportunities 

• Failing infrastructure  

• Road closures affect tourism visitation 

• Rural residents can’t get into town in the rain  

because the roads are impassable 

• Road to Mungo floods in poor weather 

• Seek more funding to maximise assets 

• Need to rationalise some assets 

• We’re making progress on a low level weir to 

feed water into Yenga 

• The walking track out to Yanga station would be 

a great mountain bike trail 

 

 

Do you agree with these strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities for Balranald  

Shire? What else would you like to add or change?  

Future Directions 

Objectives Strategies 

Maximising grant funding to improve 

infrastructure 

• Work with regional partners to identify and 

apply for new government funding 

• Maximise opportunities to apply for funding 

Explore opportunities to better manage public 

buildings and facilities 

• Maximise opportunities to rationalise and 

combine public assets  

Adequately plan for and maintain all Council 

assets 

• Prepare a ten year Asset Management and 

Long Term Financial Plan to improve assets in 

the medium term 

• Prepare a Water and Sewer facilities upgrade 

plan 

 

Are we prepared for extreme weather events?   

How do we maintain our road network?  
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OUR ENVIRONMENT 

Current Issues 

The table below outlines some of the environmental issues raised in recent times and 

through community and staff consultation: 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

• Diverse and unique landscapes 

• Beautiful river front, recreation on the river 

• Mungo National Park 

• Lake Paika, Yanga Lake and Lake Benanee 

• Secure water supply 

• Unique local species – regent parrot and frog 

 

• Vulnerability to seasonal climate cycles eg 

drought, floods etc  

Threats Opportunities 

• We need to make sure sacred sites aren’t 

overwhelmed with visitors 

• Participate in the Murray-Darling basin 

committee 

• Regional waste strategy can get us on the front 

foot and engage the community with options 

• Promote the frog sculptures better, refresh the 

brochure and the sculptures 

• Work with NPWS to build a road for Yanga Lake 

and Regatta beach 

• What about a bird walk behind the local 

hospital? we could attract bird watchers to the 

town 

 

 

Do you agree with these strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities for Balranald  

Shire? What else would you like to add or change?  

Future Directions 

Objectives Strategies 

Celebrate and promote our unique local 

environment 

• Maintain and expand the walking trail network 

• Refresh the marketing and public art around the 

Southern Bell Frog and the Regent Parrot 

• Manage local trees to maximise public amenity 

and safety  

• Work with relevant state agencies to enhance 

key environmental assets 

Protect our water security • Advocate for our area through the Murray-

Darling Basin debate 

Manage our waste sustainably • Work with regional partners to develop and 

implement a Waste Management Strategy 

 

How can we work with regional partners to achieve local outcomes? or across the  

border?  
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OUR COUNCIL 

Current Issues 

The table below outlines some of the Council issues raised in recent times and through 

community and staff consultation: 

Strengths Weaknesses 

• Significant local employer 

• Recent grant funds 

• Regular community newsletter 

• Turnover has been high 

• Rates are low compared to surrounding areas 

• Very reliant on grant funding 

• Limited customer service in Euston 

• The shire is very large to drive across 

 

Threats Opportunities 

• Ageing fleet of plant and equipment • Community and staff leadership training 

• People need to know what Council does, we 

need to promote it better 

• Further enhance regional and cross-border 

collaboration  

• Undertake a review of rates 

 

 

Do you agree with these strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities for Balranald  

Shire? What else would you like to add or change?  

Future Directions 

Objectives Strategies 

Develop capabilities • Develop community leadership  

• Conduct a staff training needs assessment to 

enhance skills and staff engagement 

Engage and involve the local community • Operate a system of community committees on 

issues of broad public interest 

• Support the Euston community in connecting 

with Shire-wide initiatives and services 

• Continue to publish a community newsletter 

Address financial sustainability • Prepare a Long Term Financial Plan and 

resource its monitoring and implementation 

Develop and maximise strategic partnerships  • Advocate for our area within regional bodies 

such as Far West JO and Riverina-Murray RDA 

• Work across the state border on cross-border 

initiatives 

 

How can we support the volunteering effort and engage the community to achieve joint  

initiatives?  
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NEXT STEPS 

You are invited to make written comments or submissions addressing any or all of the 

questions in this paper.  

 

Please contact our community engagement consultant at sarah@lgthinking.com.au  or 0409 

830 283 if you would like to respond to this paper. 

 

Please send your written submissions to: 

Community Strategic Plan – Submission 

Balranald Shire Council 

PO Box 120 

Balranald NSW 2715 

 

If you would like to complete our survey, please go to http://www.balranald.nsw.gov.au/ 

and complete the survey. 

 

Surveys and submissions must be received before 3rd December 2021. 

 

 

 


